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Hoff Elementary Carrie Hassebrock, carriehassebrock@re3j.com 

Hudson Academy Brenna Morris, brennamorris@re3j.com 

Lochbuie Elementary Jessica Dreher, jessicadreher@re3j.com 

Weld Central Middle 

School 

Deanna Damour, deannateterries@re3j.com 

Weld Central  High 

School 

Cassandra Barfoot, cassandrabarfoot@re3j.com 

This newsletter is publish by the Office of Exceptional Student Services-Gifted with the goal of sharing with parents ways 

to partner with teachers in promoting high-level learning for gifted and high-ability learners. We’d also like to share learn-

ing experiences that currently engage and challenge learners with high levels of thinking, creativity, and production.  

Join us on Tuesday, January 23rd, 2018 

from 5:30p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in the Central 

Training Center (at Weld Central Middle 

School) for a Parent Information Night  

TEACHING ‘SURVIVAL’ SKILLS 

at HUDSON 

Fifth grade Gifted Learner’s at 

Hudson Academy have been 

reading and engaging in a book 

study using “The Gifted Kids’ 

Survival Guide” by Judy Gal-

braith. This informative book 

examines problems of gifted and 

talented students and explains 

how they can make the best use 

of their educational opportuni-

ties, better understand them-

selves, and get along better with 

friends and parents.  

GIFTED LIAISONS are available in each school to       
answer your question, provide information about the 

Gifted Program, and discuss your child’s needs. 

INCREASING TEACHER 

 CAPACITY AT THE  

SECONDARY  LEVELS 

Grade level and department 

teams at both; Weld Central Mid-

dle and Weld Central High 

School are beginning to explore 

strategies for teaching Advanced 

Learner’s which can easily be 

implemented into their everyday 

lessons. Staff have been ex-

posed to and talked about char-

acteristics of GT students 

(common and uncommon) and 

examining more closely what 

honors classes and enrichment 

opportunities can look like. 

WIN TIME at HOFF ELEMENTARY 

This year, Hoff has implemented WIN (What I Need) which  

takes place daily from 8:15-9:00. The time is dedicated for 

all classrooms and teachers to be able to provide individu-

alized and differentiated instruction. Students who are 

ready for enrichment and more challenging opportunities 

are grouped together and presented with project-based 

learning exercises and critical thinking tasks.  Hoff teachers 

and students spend time looking at their own data to deter-

mine “What I Need” and have  significantly increased their 

school wide capacity for meeting the needs of Advanced 

Learners and high achieving students. 

LOCHBUIE ELEMENTARY students are participating in STEM Club after school. Additionally, students who are excelling in mathe-

matics  are being provided small group enrichment opportunities one time each week! 



MINDSET is an important concept for gifted 

and high-ability learners (and their parents 

and teachers). Carol Dweck, author and pre-

senter, describes the differences between 

thinking  of intelligence as a “fixed” or 

“growth” entity. A “fixed” mindset views in-

telligence as never-changing and leads to frus-

tration and learned helplessness. A “growth” 

mindset sees learning as a journey of ups and 

downs leading to success and grit. To learn 

well, gifted and high-ability students need a 

“growth” perspective on their abilities. Here 

are some ways we can encourage this shift in 

our children’s thinking and behavior. 

Does your child finish class work early? Does he/she talk about being bored at school? Does your child put forth minimal effort 

for good grades? Gifted learners can engage in meaningful and challenging work by practicing self-advocacy which can be 

learned early and practiced independently before middle school. James Delisle, author of When Gifted Kids Don’t Have All the 

Answers: How to Meet their Social and Emotional Needs, suggests ten tips for talking with teachers. The Gifted Liaison in your 

school has more information about these tips. 

 Make an appointment to meet and talk.    

 If you know other students who feel the way you do, consider approaching the teacher as a team. 

 Plan what you would like to say before you go to your meeting.   

 Choose your words.   

 Don’t expect the teacher to do all of the work or propose all of the solutions 

 Be tactful and respectful.  Teachers also have feelings.   

 Focus on your needs, not what the teacher is doing wrong.   

 Don’t forget to listen.   

 Bring your sense of humor.   

 If your meeting isn’t satisfactory, get help from another adult.   

MINDSET MAKES A DIFFERENCE 

One Tool for Pushing Back on Boredom at School: SELF ADVOCACY 

TWELVE TRAITS OF GIFTEDNESS 

These Twelve Non-Biased Traits of Giftedness are borrowed from the work of Mary Ruth Coleman, Ph.D.at the National Re-

search Center on the Gifted and Talented. Not all gifted students show evidence of all these traits which may be demonstrated 

in positive and negative ways at home and in the classroom. These traits are strengths to be nurtured. While all children show 

these traits to some degree, gifted students may show them earlier and more intensely than age peers. You may find more in-

formation about these traits on the Gifted Webpage: www.weld8.org—>Parents—>Gifted & Talented (ABOUT GIFTED 

LEARNERS and IDENTIFICATION—>NOMINATION FORM). 

Motivation   Memory   Reasoning  Intensity 

Interests   Insight   Humor  Sensitivity 

Communication   Problem-Solving  Inquiry &   Imagination & 

Skills    Ability   Curiosity  Creativity 


